
Proposed rule

RULE 2.085. TIME STANDARDS FOR TRIAL AND APPELLATE
COURTS

(a) Purpose. Judges and lawyers have a professional obligation to conclude
litigation as soon as it is reasonably and justly possible to do so. However, parties and
counsel shall be afforded a reasonable time to prepare and present their case.

(b) Case Control. The trial judge shall take charge of all cases at an early
stage in the litigation and shall control the progress of the case thereafter until the case
is determined. The trial judge shall take specific steps to monitor and control the pace
of litigation, including the following:

(1) assuming early and continuous control of the court calendar;

(2) identifying priority cases as assigned by statute, rule of procedure,
case law, or otherwise;

(3) implementing such docket control policies as may be necessary to
advance priority cases to ensure prompt resolution;

(24) identifying cases subject to alternative dispute resolution processes;

(35) developing rational and effective trial setting policies; and

(46) givingadvancing the trial setting of priority cases, older cases, and
cases of greater urgency priority in trial settings.

(c) Priority Cases.

(1) In all non-criminal cases assigned a priority status by statute, rule of
procedure, case law, or otherwise, any party may file a notice of priority status
explaining the nature of the case, the source of the priority status, any deadlines
imposed by law on any aspect of the case, and any unusual factors that may bear on
meeting the imposed deadlines. 



(2) If, in any non-criminal case assigned a priority status by statute, rule
of procedure, case law, or otherwise, a party is of the good faith opinion that the case
has not been appropriately advanced on the docket or has not received priority in
scheduling consistent with its priority case status, that party may seek review of such
action by motion for review to the chief judge or to the chief judge's designee. The
filing of such a motion for review will not toll the time for seeking such other relief as
may be afforded by the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.

(cd) Continuances. All judges shall apply a firm continuance policy.
Continuances should be few, good cause should be required, and all requests should
be heard and resolved by a judge. All motions for continuance shall be in writing
unless made at a trial and, except for good cause shown, shall be signed by the party
requesting the continuance. All motions for continuance in priority cases shall clearly
identify such priority status and explain what effect the motion will have on the
progress of the case.

(de) Time Standards. The following time standards are hereby established
as a presumptively reasonable time period for the completion of cases in the trial and
appellate courts of this state. It is recognized that there are cases that, because of their
complexity, present problems that cause reasonable delays. However, most cases
should be completed within the following time periods:

(1) Trial Court Time Standards.

(A) Criminal.

Felony — 180 days (arrest to final disposition)

Misdemeanor — 90 days (arrest to final disposition)

(B) Civil.

Jury cases — 18 months (filing to final disposition)

Non-jury cases — 12 months (filing to final disposition)

Small claims — 95 days (filing to final disposition)



(C) Domestic Relations.

Uncontested — 90 days (filing to final disposition)

Contested — 180 days (filing to final disposition)

Temporary support and enforcement of support hearings — 14
days (from day of request)

(D) Probate.

Uncontested, no federal estate tax return — 12 months (from
issuance of letters of administration to final discharge)

Uncontested, with federal estate tax return — 12 months (from the
return's due date to final discharge)

Contested — 24 months (from filing to final discharge)

(E) Juvenile.

Detention hearings — 24 hours (arrest to hearing)

Adjudicatory hearing (dependency) — 180 days (filing of petition
to final disposition)

Adjudicatory hearing (delinquency) — 90 days (filing of petition
to final disposition)

Adjudicatory hearing (child detained) — 21 days (filing of petition
to hearing)

(2) Supreme Court and District Courts of Appeal Time
Standards: Rendering a decision — within 180 days of either oral argument or the
submission of the case to the court panel for a decision without oral argument

(3) Florida Bar Referee Time Standards: Report of referee —
within 180 days of being assigned to hear the case



(4) Circuit Court Acting as Appellate Court:

Ninety days from submission of the case to the judge for review

(ef) Reporting of Cases. The time standards require that the following
monitoring procedures be implemented:

All pending cases in circuit and district courts of appeal exceeding the
time standards shall be listed separately on a report submitted quarterly to the chief
justice. The report shall include for each case listed the case number, type of case,
case status (active or inactive for civil cases and contested or uncontested for
domestic relations and probate cases), the date of arrest in criminal cases, and the
original filing date in civil cases. The Office of the State Courts Administrator will
provide the necessary forms for submission of this data. The report will be due on the
15th day of the month following the last day of the quarter.


